VIJAY IYER TRIO
VIJAY IYER (pronounced VID-jay EYE-yur) is one of today's most celebrated and innovative

young American jazz artists. Winner of the Downbeat International Critics Polls for Rising

Star Jazz Artist and Rising Star Composer for both 2006 and 2007, and a poll favorite for

several years running, Vijay was described in The Village Voice as "the most commanding

pianist and composer to emerge in recent years" and in The New Yorker as one of "today's

most important pianists." The New York Times recently praised his "surging, complex,

mutant strain of post-bop, steeped in portent and incident," while the legendary poet Amiri

Baraka calls him "an oncoming phenomenon, already up to his fingers in the most advanced

music of our wildly contradictory age." A key artist of the moment in modern music, he is

featured on the cover of the September 2008 issue of the UK publication Jazzwise; he also

recently appeared on the cover of the U.S. magazine Downbeat for its July 2008 issue, along

with fellow pianist-composers Jason Moran and Matthew Shipp; and he will be the subject of

a major profile in Jazzman's October 2008 issue.

The American-born son of immigrants from India, Vijay creates music with astonishing

breadth and depth. This self-taught pianist and composer forms a surprising synthesis of

widely disparate influences: the entire history of jazz piano (his major influences - Ellington,

Monk, Andrew Hill, Randy Weston, Geri Allen, and Cecil Taylor); the rhythmic structural

precision of M-Base (he toured and recorded with Steve Coleman from 1995-2001), the

intense experimentalism of the avant-garde (he is touring and recording with Roscoe Mitchell

since 2001, and with Wadada Leo Smith since 2005); the rugged textures of cutting-edge

underground electronica/hip-hop/rock (he collaborates closely with Mike Ladd, Burnt Sugar

and DJ Spooky); the rigors of modern Western composition (he studied western classical

violin for fifteen years and has had major premieres of his chamber and orchestral works);

recent advances in the scientific study of the mind (he has a doctorate in music and cognitive

science); and most importantly, the rhythmic intricacy and melodic nuance of the music of

India, his parents' homeland (see his ongoing work with Rudresh Mahanthappa, Rez Abbasi,

Suphala, Karsh Kale, and various other key members of the Indian diaspora).

Vijay has released twelve highly acclaimed recordings, including most recently Tragicomic

with his trio and quartet (to be released in Europe in September 2008, Sunnyside; already a

U.S. critical favorite for 2008); Door (2008, Pi) with the collective trio Fieldwork; Still Life with

Commentator (2007, Savoy), his second electroacoustic oratorio with poet-performer Mike

Ladd; and Raw Materials (2007, Savoy/Pi) in duo with saxophonist Rudresh Mahanthappa.

His various albums have appeared on best-of-the-year lists in major publications ranging

from JazzTimes, Jazzwise, Downbeat, and The Wire, to ArtForum, The Utne Reader, The

Chicago Tribune, The New Yorker, and The Village Voice.

Vijay performs constantly around the world with his own ensembles and collaborations,

and has also joined forces with a wide range of pioneering artists, including (in addition to

those mentioned above) Amiri Baraka, Amina Claudine Myers, Butch Morris, Ethel, Imani

Winds, dead prez, George Lewis, John Zorn, Will Power, Dennis Russell Davies, and many

others. His numerous honors include the prestigious CalArts Alpert Award in the Arts, the

New York Foundation for the Arts Fellowship, the JJA Jazz Awards' Up & Coming Artist of

the Year award, and the San Francisco Bay Guardian's "Goldie" award; #1 Album of the

Year from Jazzwise (UK) and Music Magazine (Tokyo); new works commissioned by

American Composers Orchestra, the Chicago Jazz Festival, the Asia Society, and Brooklyn

Academy of Music; and some twenty project grants from various American foundations for

his compositions and interdisciplinary collaborations.

A polymath whose work has spanned the sciences, arts, and humanities, Iyer holds a

B.S. in Mathematics and Physics from Yale College, and a Masters in Physics and an

interdisciplinary Ph.D. in Technology and the Arts from the University of California at

Berkeley. He was chosen as one of nine "Revolutionary Minds" in the science magazine

Seed, and his research in music cognition has been featured on the radio programs This

Week in Science and Studio 360. He has given master classes and lectures in composition,

improvisation, cognitive science, jazz studies, and performance studies at numerous

American universities. His writings appear in Music Perception, Current Musicology, Journal

of Consciousness Studies, Critical Studies in Improvisation, Journal of the Society for

American Music, and the anthologies Uptown Conversation: The New Jazz Studies

(Columbia Univ. Press) and Sound Unbound (MIT Press). He is a Steinway artist.

__MARCUS GILMORE (born 1986) was inspired by the music of his grandfather,

legendary jazz drummer Roy Haynes, who gave him his first set of drums at age 10. He

took naturally to jazz as well as classical theory and percussion. Already one of New York's

most in-demand young drummers at age 21, he has performed around the world with some

of today's best known jazz artists, including Chick Corea, Gonzalo Rubalcaba, Natalie Cole,

Clark Terry, Cassandra Wilson, Steve Coleman, Ravi Coltrane, Dave Douglas, Nicholas

Payton, Christian Scott, Najee and many others. Marcus joined Vijay Iyer's group in 2003, at

the age of 16. He also leads his own ensemble, and recently debuted a commissioned suite

of his music, titled "American Perspicacity."

STEPHAN CRUMP is a Memphis-bred bassist/composer whose music can be heard on his

three acclaimed albums and in numerous films and television shows. His latest CD, Rosetta,

"an intensely lyrical work" (Jazzwise, UK) made numerous top ten lists for 2006 and was

lauded for the "unassuming honesty" (AllAboutJazz.com) and "persistent creativity"

(Bagatellen) which have helped establish Crump as "an impressive and original voice" (The

Wire, UK) as both composer and performer. He has performed and recorded in the US and

across the globe with a diverse list of artists -- from late blues legend Johnny Clyde

Copeland to Portishead's Dave McDonald, contemporary folk artist Lucy Kaplansky, The

Violent Femmes' Gordon Gano, Big Ass Truck, Dave Liebman, Sonny Fortune, Eddie

Henderson, The Mahavishnu Project and Bobby Previte, among others. In addition to his

association with Vijay Iyer since 1999, Stephan is currently a member of guitarist Liberty

Ellman's quartet, Joel Harrison's "Harbor" and singer/songwriter Jen Chapin's band.
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